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President’s message

This virus thing is getting very tiresome!

We have given
up so much for the good of all of us and now, just as we
thought we could socialize more, it appears we need to
take a step back. Don’t think: “What I do really doesn’t
matter.” It does – both the right and the wrong. Please be
careful and follow all suggested health guidelines to keep
you and your loved ones safe - especially, wear a mask
when around others! I hope you have a nice 4th of July and
remember the good times and parades we have had, and
will have in the future.
Linda Knapp-Strobel

Mail Delivery update: Have you noticed a certain
amount of uncertainty concerning mail delivery on Samish
Island over the last 6 months? I spoke with Postmaster
Mary this week, by phone of course, and she filled me in
on the saga. After Randy retired, the Bow Post Office was
down a carrier. The good news is that they hired a new
‘sub’ and she started last Saturday. The bad news is they
still need one more person and it can take up to 1.5 years
to hire someone. Nick is our official Route 1 (includes
Samish Island) carrier and he works 5 days a week. The
6th day is covered by a ‘sub’ (or Mary, etc.). Randy took
Mondays off, so we knew a sub was going to deliver that
day, and Nick takes assorted days off so there is no real
pattern to which days or times his sub will be on the
Island.
Because we have the outgoing mailbox at the Fire Hall,
the carrier must make the pick-up there after 11:30am and
get back to Bow by 4 pm to ensure that mail goes out that
day. If there are a lot of Amazon deliveries, Nick/sub
might need to come to the Island to deliver packages,
make the Fire Hall pick-up, then go back to Bow to get the
regular mail and start over. On a ‘light’ day both packages
and mail fit in the car, one trip, easy peasy. However, if
Nick or his sub can’t work for whatever reason, they try to
‘borrow’ a carrier from another post office (Burlington,
Mount Vernon, Oak Harbor, etc.) and then it’s a late start
on an unfamiliar route. And - rarely - even that has failed
and no mail is delivered.
Hopefully this helps people understand why there are
such a variety of mail delivery times and carriers. And, if
you’d like to work at the Bow Post Office, they’re
hiring! You’ll need a vehicle large enough to hold all
mail and packages, and is either right-hand drive, or you
need to reach across and deliver out the passenger
window, or you can sit on the passenger side and drive
with your left hand & foot… so, please thank Nick (from a
safe distance) and be patient with whoever comes around
on day 6!
Gail Hopley

July 2020
Deepest Condolences:
Longtime Islander Sue Miller passed away June 21
after a short illness. Susan started, “Sue Miller’s School”
and nurtured 25 years of Island children. She was a
founder of the Annual Samish Island Arts Festival
and, with Fred, co-authored and edited Samish Island-A
History From the Beginning to the 1970’s.
Here is a link to a website about Susan’s story:
https://www.forevermissed.com/susan-v-miller/about
Please join the family “at the top of the hill” for
socially responsible visiting (w/masks please) on
Sunday, July 5, from 1-4pm. Sue will be greatly
missed, most of all by her family, including husband,
Fred, and daughters, Jeanene and Krissy.

Message from the ‘Band’ ♪♭♩♫♬♫♬♪ Islander’s
might want to open their window or step outside a few
minutes before 1pm on, Sat., July 4th; the ‘traditional’
start time of previous Samish Island Parades.

The Samish Island Community Garden
We are celebrating the marvelous work of nature
as we watch our vegetables grow and develop. So far, we have
delivered 220 pounds of produce (mostly greens!) to the
Skagit Food Distribution Center (see photo pg. 2) that serves
the county’s food banks. Thanks to our great crew of
volunteers! We harvest on Mondays at 10 am and will be
happy to transport any extras from your garden if you will
bring it to the Garden at the end of Blue Heron Road by 11
am. Questions: contact Linda (lindaclarson@msn.com)
14 different Food Banks pick up food there in Sedro-Woolley

Fire Chief’s Corner: Samish Island neighbors, please be
respectful of your fellow Islanders and limit your explosive
enthusiasm this Fourth of July. You could be of assistance to
your community by clearing brush away from the hydrants
near your house. Our volunteer firefighters would appreciate
finding the hydrant near the next fire. Also if you have an
address in unincorporated Skagit County you may request a
blue address sign at:

https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/Addressing/e
appform.htm
Happy Fourth and stay safe! Mike Collins, Fire Chief

Activities around the island:
Sky lanterns are prohibited in unincorporated Skagit
County by SCC 15.04.030. Regulations concerning usage
of fireworks in Skagit County at this website:
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/FireMarshal/fir
eworks.htm
Sweet neighbors!
Thanks to the Selkelds who provided a source of ice cream
on June 19th, a great success! Our families may enjoy more
summer blissful treats ahead.

Farewell Greg: It’s time for a sad goodbye to our
friend Greg Owen who taught us sublime yoga and
embraced all that is special in Skagit County while
living here. Greg is returning to Seattle for cancer
treatment. Check out on Google: “Greg Owen glass” to
learn about a great artist and friend to our community.

Ads:
WANTED: blackberries. Will pay $1.50 per pound
(plus bonus for adults). Call Gary at 360.766.6086.
Cloth masks and table napkins made from pre-washed
cotton. Esther Luttikheizen
Esther@estherclaypool.com or 206.715.6997

Making a Difference: Wayne Johnson, who lives on
Blue Heron Rd when he’s not working in Seattle, is
featured in this current article about providing thousands
of meals to communities, particularly during Covid-19, it’s
a compelling story of FareStart catering! Thanks for your
strong compassion, Chef Wayne.
https://stories.zagat.com/posts/wayne-johnson-teachescooking-as-transformation

carpentry, tile work and quality painting. Great island
references. Call Dave, 360.630.0293.

Debbie Emerson Landscape Design, 30 years
Island-based Energy Solutions Project offers a

Samish Island Memorial Chapel
We have begun meeting indoors again. Our worship service is at
its regular time (11am). Please be advised that we are unable at
this time to offer Children's Sunday School during the service. In
keeping with the Phase 2 mandate, we are asking people to wear
masks during the service.

9608 S.I. Road Pastor Dave McAllister

full spectrum of home energy evaluations. Call Steve at
766-4488 or www.energysolutionsproject.org.

Young assistant available: Ian, who is14 years old,
is eager to help with house, office and yard projects or
with plant or dog care. Contact him at 360.207.9061.

Mend + Stitch: Services include custom mends, hems

View This!
Skagit Land Trust film about Samish Flower Farm
protected property narrated by Molly with guest speakers
Howard & Thais!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjF0Gp0Dj1c

and alterations. Contact Iris 360.420.6282

Print copies of the Shorelines are available at the
Community Center. Electronic copies are available the
first of each month at www.samishisland.net

Next deadline is Tuesday, July 28th: Please submit

Conservation Easements (36): 3,629 acres
Trust-Owned Lands (41): 2,968 acres
Trust-Facilitated Projects (37): 1,595 acres
TOTAL acres protected: 8,192

Tune in to Music: If it's Wednesday you could be
listening to KSVR.org, Community radio, with Ann the
Bohemian. 6-8 pm. (aka, our own, Ann Nash)
91.7 FM or ksvr.org A bit of news, then 55 minutes of
music. More news, then 58 minutes of music.
Kathleen Albro
Secretary
206.713.6181

Home Improvements and Repair. Expert

experience and lots of local references. 360.770.3401

Community of Christ
No services this month
Jane Worlund, Co Pastor, 360.766.6284

Linda Knapp-Strobel Vacant
President
Vice-President
360. 766.4082

Services:

items for the next Shore Lines to: Samish Shorelines,
S.I. Community Center, P.O. Box 268, Bow 98238. Call
Linda, 360.766.6600 or email:
samishshorelines@gmail.com.

Please, wear a face covering to show
your community that you care about
them

Board of Directors
Ruth McNally
Rob Richey Eric Riedel Esther Luttikheizen
Treasurer
At-Large
At-Large
At-Large
206.963.5723
206.618.9512 206.257.8938
206.794.6997

